Game of Thrones
Way back
in the day, amid a rare moment of shared sobriety, Matt Geraghty and I decided to bring the club into the
dawning 21st Century by creating a website and digitising the paper & postal newsletter.
In a strange quirk of fate, I have returned to the committee, just as Matt is decommissioned after two decades
service as webmaster. Thank you for your dedication to the club, long after a move to Cork and family
commitments precluded active involvement in our activities.
And now without further ado, I introduce the recently appointed 2021/2022 Club Committee (best read while
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The Holly Hike
This Sunday December 19th, Don Reilly will once again be leading us on the must-do event of the festive
season, so dig out your Santa hats, bling up your backpacks with festive cheer and bring out your treats to
share at lunch.
The club intends to hold a minu
remember deceased members of the club. We are over 28 years old as a club and it is good to remember
those who we have shared our trails with, but who are with us no more.
We will be finishing at Hollywood village and while we naturally cannot organise the usual festive music
and food platters this year, we will provide ample time for you to avail of the pub and its offerings.
Please note we will be holding a little collection for our regular bus driver Keith, as a thank you for his
good natured reliability and his indulgence of our occasional need to quench a thirst after a hike. Please
hat day). We
assure you that 100% of all funds collected will in fact go to Keith, and not be diverted to any shady
Committee off-shore accounts...
The now-normal method of online booking will apply (per forthcoming email from the Membership
Secretary), so look out and book soon.
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Core Club Principles
While close

rightly lead one to believe that we

are a club devoid of morals or principles, the following are some basic general guidelines, drawn
from Leave No Trace and the Good Practice Guide, which the club will continue to apply in its hikes:
Safety and preparedness on the mountains
Safety on the hills is our priority at all times.
All members must have suitable attire with appropriate clothing of gloves, hat, coat, leggings,
boots along with food and water. Head torches should be carried in the winter months.
Members should be fit for hard hikes.
We accept the risk that is inherent in hillwalking, and take responsibility for our own safety.
Our hikes are all led by experienced volunteer leaders. The leader will always lead the hike
so that they can set the pace. A back leader will also be appointed. It is important that all hike
participants stay between the hike leader and the back leader at all times.

Treading lightly on the mountains
We will strive to walk on rock, stones or the most durable surface available, rather than on
vegetation or soft ground, where practicable and safe.
We will walk along the centre of mountain paths to avoid widening, and encourage
members to wear gaiters to make it easier to follow muddy paths.
We will avoid taking short cuts on zigzag paths as this creates new lines for run-off of water
and increases erosion.

We leave no litter whatsoever. You carry it in, you carry it out.
Please ask for more details if new (or existing) members have any questions on the above.
For further newcomer and environmental policy details, please see

Thank you for your co-operation.

Cultural Revolution
Since time immemorial (c.1996) the members of the club have disgorged from the bus and charged
into the Palace Bar, slathering at the mouth for pints and crisps
stories to all the goings on that have transpired in there, birthdays celebrated, legs shaved, hearts
broken, laughs and gossip shared, friendly glares exchanged with the shushing ballad band, and it
holds a dear place in our hearts.
However, due to the current situation, the club has found more spacious accommodation (and pizza)
in Doyles. Already we are being greeted with a nod and a wave by staff and ushered to our regular
tables.
, and I am sure we will
return more often to our spiritual home.

Missing In Action
As regular club hikers will have noticed, we have been bereft of the good company of many
stalwart members of the club this year.
We are all adjusting to the current extraordinary times and taking things at a pace that is best for
ourselves, so naturally people are returning to the fold at a different pace. If you are in contact with
wishes and tell them we look forward
to seeing them back in future, fit and healthy.
On that note, lawyers for Mr. P. Hayden have issued a statement strongly denying that his continued
absence is in any way connected to an ongoing spell in Mountjoy for a cycle-rage incident
involving the Presidential cavalcade. The authenticity of several videos issued by his legal reps
(purporting to show him attending An Óige council meetings or re-wilding the lands of Knockree
Hostel) have been challenged on the grounds of making use of dummies and poorly disguised
stand-ins.
Remember, anyone with news worthy material can contact me in confidence at
Editorial_Gossip_Rumours_Scandal@hillwalkers.com (or my regular email account wkmlawless
[at] gmail [dot] com).
Warren Lawless

