
 

 

 

 

 

 

(Seahan Forest to Glencullen hike with leader Laura Grealish, October 2020) 
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COMMITTEE UPDATE 
This is another unusual newsletter, with no hikes to inform you about. We are very hopeful 
of a resumption of hikes in the coming weeks and hopefully this is the last “empty” 
newsletter hikewise. 
 
The committee members have been busy planning for the future of the club activities. Ruth 
Murphy attended a Mountaineering Ireland virtual meeting about the Sports Capital Grants. 
Following this meeting Ruth worked on a club submission under the grant seeking funding 
for equipment for club leaders. Ruth also represented the club at the Mountaineering 
Ireland AGM. Caitriona Burke attended a Mountaineering Ireland Club Reboot virtual 
meeting. Laura Grealish has been working hard on developing a new club website that will 
be launched in the coming weeks. The committee met twice in recent months and plan to 
meet again as soon as there are hikes to plan for. 
 
Ruaidhri O’Connor 
Chairman 
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 COVID-19 NOTICE 

 

Due to Covid-19 all hikes are suspended until further notice. 

 

We have done this in accordance with current government restrictions. 

 

We will continue to monitor the situation and update our policy in accordance 

with government recommendations. 

 

Please refer to our social media pages and emails to members for any relevant 

updates. 

 

We hope that our members stay safe and well during this difficult time. 

 

Please feel free to contact us by email or through social media, should you 

have any queries or require any assistance. 

 

The Hillwalkers Exit Strategy 

 

A meeting will be held by committee members immediately upon a 

government announcement that a return to group hillwalking is once again 

allowed. We devise our own exit strategy in accordance with the government 

guidelines as detailed in the roadmap.  

 

The committee will notify members of what is agreed up during the meeting.  

An announcement will be made on our social media accounts and by email.  

 

 



Haste ye back to the Highlands, 3-7 September 

2021 
 

 
 

Dear fellow Hillwalkers, 

 

Soren and I have reorganised the postponed Munro-bagging away trip for ten club member to 

Scotland over the above long weekend. We are travelling by cars and via Stenaline ferry from 

Belfast. We are staying in the SYHA hostel in Crianlarich. 

 

All subject, of course, to C-19 restrictions, vaccs, etc. 

 

One only vacancy has arisen, which will be filled on a first-come, first-booked basis. A 

deposit of €150, payable to the club, is required. If you are interested please contact me by 

email, per below. 

 

We have picked out a cluster of 5 Munros in the Bridge of Orchy Hills range that are 

relatively close to Glasgow. There's 3 days walking comprising:  a single and 2 x 2s hills, as 

follows: 

 

1. Beinn an Mhanach (954m): 19.2 km, 853m ascent, 5-8 hours 



2. Beinn Dorian (1076m) and Beinn an Dothain, (1004m): 12.8 km, 1097m ascent, 5-7 

hours, 

3. Beinn Achaladair (1038m) and Beinn a'Chreachain (1081m): 14.4km, 1189m ascent, 

6-8 hours 

 

Dates: Depart early on Fri. 3 Sept., and return on Tue. 7th. 

 

Looking forward to meeting you all again out on the hills - ASAP! 

 

Michael Quinn 

michaelarabyquinn@gmail.com 

Tel.: 0863847463 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Mountaineering Ireland Members Forum 

Wednesday April 21st 7pm 

The member’s forum is open to all Mountaineering Ireland members. It is an opportunity to 

air any concerns or queries with the Board, staff and other members either individually or on 

behalf of your club. It can also be used as an information sharing facility. 

Topics discussed are generally of interest to all individuals and clubs so we would encourage 

as many as possible to come to the member’s forum and feedback to your member club 

afterwards. 

Please register through the Zoom link provided in an e mail newsletter to you from 

Mountaineering Ireland on Friday 16th April:  https://mountaineering.us4.list-

manage.com/track/click?u=3482ed620c584c8efaf74374f&id=8456f35128&e=38cc98c985  

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Renewed your Hillwalkers Club Membership 

Yet? 

We are asking all members that have not yet done so to please renew their club membership 

to ensure their inclusion on club hikes when they resume and to provide them with insurance 

and peace of mind on the hills. 

 

 

 

mailto:michaelarabyquinn@gmail.com
https://mountaineering.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3482ed620c584c8efaf74374f&id=8456f35128&e=38cc98c985
https://mountaineering.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3482ed620c584c8efaf74374f&id=8456f35128&e=38cc98c985


NEW CLUB WEBSITE 

 

 A New Era for www.hillwalkersclub.com 

Laura Grealish 
 

It is with great pleasure that I am able to confirm that the Hillwalkers Club will be launching 

a brand new website very soon! 

Although communications have been relatively quiet in 2021 so far due to...well, we all 

know why...work has been continuing as the committee plans for the future and a return to 

normality. The quiet time has provided the ideal opportunity to look at projects behind the 

scenes that we have been meaning to progress but haven't yet managed to.  

An update of our website has been one such project. The existing site has served the Club 

very well and has been the first point of contact for many members, myself included, with 

the Club. As with everything though, it was time to freshen things up and to further 

coordinate the website and social media channels .  

 

The committee agreed that we should look at doing this. However, we weren't quite sure 

where to start. As luck would have it though, I got an opportunity to undertake a short 

course in web authoring via WordPress. Designing a functioning website is part of the 

course assessment so it seemed ideal!  

As things stand, the new website is very close to completion. I'm still learning the vagaries of 

web design and all that goes with it, but I'm confident that we will have a site that will serve 

us well as going forward as the old site did. While the new website will be quite a change, be 

assured that much beloved elements, such as The Hillwalker archive, will remain in place.   



 

We will formally announce the launch of the site when it is ready to go live. At this point I 

would like to thank our webmaster over the years, Matt Geraghty, who did a stellar job of 

keeping the website going - adding content when necessary and ensuring that the technical 

side of things such as web hosting etc., was always dealt with. I've been coordinating with 

Matt so that the transition goes smoothly and so that the new site will serve us as well into 

the future as the old one did.  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

I remember that Summer in Wicklow 
(Bray to Greystones hike with leader Brian Madden, July 2020) 

 

 



BOOK REVIEWS 

THE MOTH AND THE MOUNTAIN: A TRUE STORY OF LOVE, WAR AND EVEREST 

 
 
If, during lockdown, you resolved to make it your life's mission to climb Mount Everest then 
perhaps this book is not the place to start. 
 
However, if you're sick of looking at the four walls and walking the same walks then escape 
for a while into the world of Maurice Wilson. 
 
Ed Wilson's account of Wilson's life is painstakingly researched but delivered in a breathless 
style, painting the picture of a remarkable man, deeply affected by the times he lived in. 
 
Of all of the attempts, both successful and unsuccessful, to climb the world's highest peak, 
few can have been conceived out of such naivete. 
 
This story of a war veteran with precious little climbing experience who learned to fly weeks 
before departing by air in London with a plan to crash land on the foothills of the mountain, 
defying governments across the world as he did so, is compelling from start to finish. 
Maybe just don't use it as your bible if you're taking on the climb yourself.  
 

The Moth and the Mountain: A True Story of Love, War and Everest by Ed Caesar is 
published by Penguin. 
 
Ruaidhri O’Connor  



CYCLING IN IRELAND 

 

This is a gem of a book for anyone looking for information on the best cycling routes in 

Ireland. With over eighty routes spread across the entire island the book provides detailed 

information on everything from gentle cycles to routes suitable for the entire family to 

longer challenging routes. Each route has a text description, map and list of directions. 

The book also details long distance routes suitable for cycle touring. A major bonus is the 

inclusion of information enabling the reader to access GPX files for all the routes in the 

book. 

Cycling in Ireland: A Guide to the best of Irish Cycling by David Flanagan is published by 

Three Rock Books. 

Ruaidhri O’Connor 


