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Garry and Brian at Lough Shannagh with Doan behind – Photo – Tess Buckley
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HIKE PROGRAMME
December 2017 – February 2018
MEET: Corner of Burgh Quay and Hawkins St
DEPART: Sundays at 10.00 am (unless stated otherwise), or earlier if it is full.
TRANSPORT: Private bus (unless stated otherwise)
COST: €15.00 (unless stated otherwise)
2nd pick-up point: On the outward journey, the bus will stop briefly to collect walkers at the pick-up point. Should the bus be
full on departure from Burgh Quay, this facility cannot be offered.
Return drop-off point: On the return journey, where indicated, the bus will stop near the outward pick-up point to drop off any
hikers. We regret this is not possible on all hikes.
If you wish to avail of the 2nd pick-up point, it advisable to contact the hike leader or someone else who will definitely be on the hike,
to let them know.
GENERAL HIKE NOTES
PARTICIPATION Mountaineering is an activity with a danger of personal injury or death. Participants should
be aware of and accept these risks. People who take part in our club activities do so at their own risk and are
responsible for their own actions and involvement.
CO-ORDINATION If necessary, tickets are given out on Sundays to ensure that participants reserve a bus place
as they arrive.
LEADER The leader has the right to refuse anyone who is not adequately equipped (e.g., without appropriate
boots, rainwear, food, torch, hat, gloves, etc.). The leader may alter the route from that described in the program.
The leader sets the pace of the hike and walkers are expected to obey the leader’s instructions at all times.
EQUIPMENT It is essential to bring good rain gear (both jacket and over-trousers) and to leave cotton t-shirts
and jeans at home! Boots must be sturdy with proper ankle support and a rigid non-slip sole such as Vibram.
WALKING STICKS AND RUCKSACKS Remember that walking sticks and rucksacks cannot be brought onto
the bus and must be stowed away in the boot during the journey.
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The pick-up points
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 Newcomers hard hike 
The Hillwalkers Club offers a Newcomers Hike, usually on one Sunday per month. Guests
are welcome to join us on this hike, as long as they provide their name, address and contact
details for our records, which will be taken on the day of the hike. Unless guests have their
own personal hiking insurance, they are not insured. There is no need to book a place in
advance, just turn up on the relevant Sunday morning. Guests can come on one hike
without becoming a member of the club, but after that they must join the club.
Even though the name of these hikes is ‘Newcomers Hike’, participants should not be
newcomers to hiking. These hikes are to introduce non-members to the Hillwalkers Club
and its hillwalking activities. Therefore, participants need to have a good level of personal
fitness and, ideally, have some recent significant experience of hillwalking.
All intending participants should be aware that hillwalking and mountaineering are
activities with a danger of personal injury or even death. By walking with the club, they
are aware of and shall accept these risks. Moreover, they acknowledge that they wish to
participate in club activities in a voluntary capacity and that they shall be responsible for
their own actions and involvement. Please note that as guests of the club, they do not
enjoy personal accident insurance, which is otherwise offered to club members through
Mountaineering Ireland. Further details are available from Mountaineering Ireland

(www.mountaineering.ie/membersandclubs/Insurance/default.aspx)
For further enquiries contact 086 356 3843

For Sunday hike leaders, the contact people
for Mullally’s Coaches are:
- Austin O’Hagan, 086 466 4680 - James
Mullally, 086 383 7495
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Sunday17th December

St Stephen’s Day Tuesday 26th December
1. Seasonal hike in the Howth Peninsula
Leader: Frank Rooney (085 174 2119)

** Traditional Christmas Holly Hike **
This is the Annual Holly(wood) Hike that
finishes around 15.30 at the Hollywood Inn.
There will be finger food and music, with
bus leaving Hollywood for Dublin around
18.00

Leader: Don Reilly
Please bring a head torch on this and all
winter and early spring hikes

2nd pick-up and return drop-off point: Just
beyond the Maldron Hotel on the N81
Tallaght bypass
Route: Hollywood Glen * Church Mountain
* Ballymooney * track via St Kevin’s Way to
Hollywood
Distance: 14 km Ascent: 350 m
Maps: OS 56, East West Mapping (Wicklow
Mountains West)

Please bring a head torch on this and all
winter and early spring hikes
Transport: your own or Dublin Bus.
No Dart trains. Dublin Bus 31a available
from Lr. Abbey Street at 10.00
Starting at Sutton Cross at 11am and finishing
in Howth Harbour at 16.00 hrs approximately.
Refreshments in Howth afterwards
Hike suitable for Hard and Moderate walkers
only
(It is not suitable for easy walkers)
2. Local hike in Kilmacanogue area
Leader: Brendan Dempsey
Please bring a head torch on this and all
winter and early spring hikes

Transport: BUS EIREANN
Meeting Point: Meet at 10:45 at 133 Bus
Éireann bus stop for Wicklow bus, which
leaves sharp at 11:00. The 133 bus stop is
close to Tara St station, further down towards
the sea from where the Hillwalkers meet on
Sundays.
Route: Kilmacanogue * Little Sugarloaf *
Rocky Valley * Kilmacanogue
Refreshments afterwards in Plucks Bar,
Kilmacanogue.
Return to Dublin by bus (Dublin Bus or Bus
Éireann): 45A to Bray or Dún Laoghaire ; or 133
on to Custom’s Quay in Dublin.
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New Year’s Day Monday 01 January 2018
** Traditional hike to Lugnaquillia **
Leader: Jim Barry (087 273 7338)
Please bring a head torch on this and all
winter and early spring hikes
Subject to favourable weather conditions.
Check with Jim before travelling.
Transport: Private Cars. Please make
arrangements to share cars if you can.
Meet outside Fenton’s Pub in the Glen of
Imaal at 10.45am
Route: Fenton’s Pub Car park * Camara Hill
* Lugnaquillia* Slievemaan * Ballineddan *
Little Slaney * Fenton’s Pub *
Distance: 14 km Ascent: 900m
Maps: OS 56, East West Mapping
(Luqnaquilla and Glendalough)

Sunday 14th January
Leader: Philip Hayden
Please bring a head torch on this and all
winter and early spring hikes

Transport: DUBLIN BUS
Bus No 44 departing from Townsend St at
10.00 sharp. Hikers are advised to arrive at
the bus stop by 09.45. Returning using Dublin
Bus No 44 from Kilgobbin Road
Route: Enniskerry * Knocksink Woods *
Ballybrew * Ballynabrockey Wood *
Boranaraltry * Fairy Castle * Three Rock *
Fernhill Tunnel * Kilgobbin Road
Distance: 16 km Ascent: 610 m
Maps: OS 56, East West Mapping (Dublin
and North Wicklow Mountains )

Sunday 7th January 2017
**Newcomers Hard Hike**
Leader: Frank Rooney
Please bring a head torch on this and all
winter and early spring hikes

2nd pick-up point:
Just beyond the Maldron Hotel on the
N81 Tallaght bypass
**Different Return**
Route: Slievenabawnoge * Ballymorefinn
Hill * Seahan * Glensamole * Killakee *
Massey Woods * Merry Ploughboy Pub
Distance: 16 km Ascent: 650 m
Maps: OS 50 & 56, East West Mapping
(Dublin and North Wicklow Mountains)

Sunday 21st January
Leader: Tom Kenny
Please bring a head torch on this and all
winter and early spring hikes

2nd pick-up & return drop-off point:
Bus stop at Loughlinstown roundabout
Route: Glendalough visitor centre,
Derrybawn, Mullacor, Lugduff, Bridge, @
T076 963, Miners track, Glendalough visitor
centre
Distance 17 km, Ascent 530 m
Maps: OS56 & EastWest Mapping
(Lugnaquilla & Glendalough), Harveys
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Sunday 28th January

Sunday 11th February

Leader: Gerry Walsh

Leader: Garry Byrne

Please bring a head torch on this and all
winter and early spring hikes

2nd pick-up point:
Just beyond the Maldron Hotel on the
N81 Tallaght bypass
**Different Return**
Route: Glenasmole Reservoir - Kilakee Cruagh - Tibradden - Fairy Castle - Three
Rock - Lamb Doyle's
Distance: 17 km Ascent: 780 m
Maps: OSI 50 & 56, East West Mapping
(Dublin and North Wicklow Mountains )

Please bring a head torch on this and all
winter and early spring hikes

2nd pick-up & return drop-off point:
Bus stop at Loughlinstown roundabout
Route: Glendalough * Green Road *
Ragman’s Path * Shay Elliott * Kirrikee *
Vale of Clara * Avonmore Way * Laragh.
Distance: 19 km Ascent: 460 m
Maps: OSI 56, Harvey, East West Mapping
(Lugnaquilla & Glendalough), Harveys

Sunday 18th February
Sunday 4th February

Leader: Tom Hennessy

**Newcomers Hard Hike**

Please bring a head torch on this and all
winter and early spring hikes

Leader: Ruaidhri O’Connor
Please bring a head torch on this and all
winter and early spring hikes

2nd pick-up and return drop-off point: Just
beyond the Maldron Hotel on the N81
Tallaght bypass
Route: Donard Forest* Sugar Loaf *
Lobawn * Corriebracks * Church Mountain *
Drumreagh * St Kevin's Way * Hollywood
Village

2nd pick-up & return drop-off point:
Bus stop at Loughlinstown roundabout
Route: Laragh - Derrybawn - Mullacor Wicklow Way - Drumgoff.
Distance 16 km, Ascent 650 m
Maps: OS56 & EastWest Mapping
( Lugnaquilla & Glendalough ), Harveys

Distance: 19 km Ascent: 740 m
Map: OSI 56 & East West Mapping
( Wicklow Mountains West )
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Club news and events

Season’s Greetings
and
Happy New Year
to all Hillwalkers
Thanks
Thanks everyone who contributed to the success of the Christmas
Party at the Teacher’s Club on December 9th.
Special thanks are due to DJs Stephen Burke, David Burke and
Mark Campion who provided great music.
Thanks also to those who contributed so many interesting
photographs for the slide show.
Several of our committee members, assisted by other club
members, invested a lot of time and effort ensuring the event was
an enjoyable one.
Their efforts were appreciated by the more than 80 people who
attended and whose energy and enthusiasm provided a vital
component in the successful night out. Well done everyone.
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Easter Trip to Morocco
Patricia Ging and Michael Shiels are organising a hiking trip to
Morocco over the Easter Holidays.
The trip will include a summit attempt on Toubktal, the highest
point in the Atlas Mountains
The group will leave Dublin on Thursday 29th March and return
on Thursday 5th April
Trip participants will avail of a variety of hotel, guesthouse and
mountain refuge accommodation.
There will also be an opportunity to explore the historic city of
Marrakesh.

Numbers are limited and
intending participants should contact Patricia or
Michael directly and as soon as possible

patriciaging@eircom.net or
michaelpshiels@yahoo.es

Club Committee 2017 – 2018
The committee roles for 2017 – 2018 were agreed as follows
Chairman
Treasurer
Secretary
Sunday Hikes Coordinator
Environmental Officer
Membership Secretary
Club Promoter
Weekend Away Coordinator
Club Social Coordinator
Assistant
Training Officer
Newsletter Editor

Simon More
Ita O’Hanlon
Frank Carrick
Ruaidhrí O’ Connor
Russell Mills
Jim Barry
James Cooke
Vacant
Sarah Jackson
Gavin Gilvarry
Russell Mills
Mel O’Hara
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October Weekend trip to Mournes

James Cooke

Heading up Doan – Photo – Tess Buckley

After a long drought of weekends away in 2017, Simon More and Chris Byrne
teamed up together again for the now established Mournes October bank holiday weekend.
They had visited the area a few weeks before to recce out novel and intriguing routes to
both interest and challenge the rest of us mere mortal hikers. It was with pleasure that I
arrived at Hawkins Street to see the line of familiar and expectant faces with their bags of
gear eagerly waiting to roll up the North. This was one of the few times this year where the
mods and hards mix seamlessly on the same bus and have a catch up with each other.
We arrived up late on Friday due to a small detour through the heart of the Mournes. Our
trusted hotel partner Slieve Donard Hotel was ready to welcome and accept us with their
usual northern hospitality. After the usual scramble for keys and searching for rooms down
long windy corridors, we enjoyed a hearty full three course meal to get us ready for our
expeditions ahead.
Our full crew of 29 hikers had many choices of hikes after breakfast each morning.
As well as the hard and moderate with bus support, Fiona Byrne took the lead as the local
hiking guide for those who liked to enjoy the coastal views at close hand.
Using the bus to get us there, we had the choice of two hikes each day from Simon and
Chris alternating between the hard and the moderate. I selected the hard with Simon on
Saturday. After our breakfast feast we headed off to start the hard hike at the Silent Valley
carpark. This was to be the starting point for both hikes. Thankfully, the forecast appeared
to indicate dry weather however the wind appeared to be rushing the clouds across the sky
and this was an omen for things to come.
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Mourne Wall wth Slieve Commedagh, Donard and Bearnagh - Photo – Tess Buckley
Our first hard hike, devised by Simon, was from South to North through the heart of
the Mournes. We set off and took the Binnian’s range head on. We summited Wee Binnian
and then took on the might of Slieve Binnian. The wind began to pick up significantly as we
approached the rocky summit and presented quite a challenge to us all. Simon needed to
keep us all together as misty cloud cover thickened as we reached the summit. The
conditions were tough and fair play to Simon, he led us all to a place of safety as the terrain
was getting slippery and together with the wind and rain we were glad to huddle together to
get some shelter.
We descended Slieve Binnian safety due to Simon’s skilled navigation and with
assistance from experienced hikers who were quickly sworn in to act as deputies. Then we
headed over to the North Tor. Originally there was a plan to head up Slievelamagan but we
decided to head for the Ben Crom Reservoir as time was pressing on. We had to make the
best of the last of the long days before the clocks changed later that night.
We had pleasant lunch at the reservoir before hiking along its right hand side
heading towards Shelter Stone and Hare’s Gap where we entered into the shelter of
Meelmore Lodge coffee shop. Coffees and cakes appeared to soften the edges of the
weather-worn faces in the cosy surrounding of the café. We also met up the mods who had
completed just as hard a hike as us (or at least, that was their story!). Chris led them up
Slievenaglogh heading on to Slieve Muck and Slieve Loughshannagh. They also conquered
Slieve Meelbeg and Slieve Meelmore before joining us for the civilised setting of the Lodge.
Our accommodation at the Slieve Donard Hotel was superb. What more could you
ask for; hot showers, three course meals and adjacent bar and soft comfortable beds to fall
into at the end of the night. There was an all girl band in situ for Saturday and they dressed
up for Halloween or imitating the Four Non Blondes (remember them?) but I really wondered
if this was their everyday style.
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Some of the usual suspects at the Slieve Donard Hotel – Photo – Tess Buckley

I eased my very stiff legs off the bed on Sunday morning after the 964m ascent the
previous day. Today Chris Byrne was leading the hard hike and I knew he was playing on
his familiar turf (he lives down the road near Carlingford) so we would be in for a challenge.
Nevertheless, I thought I might as well brave the day and it would only make me stronger.
After the milieu of breakfast choices we hit the bus again. We were in for a day of peaks and
troughs. Thankfully, the wind had died and once again the weather gods were good to us.
The hards sets off from Trassey Track, off Trassey Road. First to tick off the list was Slieve
Bearnagh. Then Slieve Meelmore quickly followed by Slieve Meelbeg followed by a detour
over to the lonesome Doan hill. The vast bulk of the climbing was done. We cut across a
small reservoir and headed back the very considerably long route to the Silent Valley. We
completed over 17km and did 944m of climbing. This was a decent hard hike. Thankfully
the day was clear and when we stopped for lunch at Hares Gap and afternoon tea at Lough
Shannagh, we even had a spot of autumn sun momentarily.
The mods arrived just after us at Silent Valley car park. They had started at
Tollymore Forest Park and covered a challenging and lengthy trek. They powered up and
over Slievenabrock and Slieve Commedagh. Then crossed Brandy Pass to Shelter Stone
and along Ben Crom Reservoir before joining us at the Silent Valley car park. This hike
would not have been out of place in the hard hikers calendar of events.
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Chris with some more of the usual suspects – Photo – Ruth Murphy
Sunday night was our last night dinner and again the staff did an excellent job of
getting the food out quickly and the dishes out of the way for the next course. I thought I
could easily get used to this lifestyle. Some of the hikers headed out to town for new pub
experiences and the promise of a good music session. With a few others, I enjoyed a few
drinks in a nearby bar before retiring back to the hotel for a few more. It was really great to
have time to catch up with hikers I hadn’t meet so much on the Sunday hikes and it reminded
me how important these weekends are for the club members.
Monday it was up to Chris to put the icing on our weekend and he did a great hike
with us. The day was dry and sunny so we really got the best of the autumn colours
especially on the forest tracks. We headed towards the Rostrevor Hills and accended via
Slievebane and up onto Slievemeen. The day was clear and bright and we had great views
at this elevation. We then headed over to Knockshee and back along a ridge to Slievemartin.
We lunched around Ballincurry upper overlooking the Carlingford Lough on one side and
Kilfeaghan valley. Photos do not do justice to the scene. We headed down a picturesque
route ending at Kilbroney Park. We made the most of our shorter day by managing 13km
and 730m ascent. Some of us still with a handful of sterling treated ourselves to niceties
which a mobile van had to offer in the park. Sadly, we bid Chris farewell as he headed down
the road to his abode. I can see the advantages of his choice of location given the Cooleys
in one direction and the Mournes in the other.
I for one was delighted with the weekend and extremely grateful to Simon and Chris
who put such hard work into making this fantastic weekend so enjoyable. Fiona also did a
great job as the local leader around Newcastle as did Brendan Walsh our top class bus
driver. Many thanks to both of them as well. Lots of stars all around for this bank holiday
weekend.
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Hillwalkers’ Path Clearance Project at Oldboleys, Glencree
Text By Brian Madden

Team on 11th November – Photo - Tess Buckley
It was Saturday 22 July. Frank Rooney was leading us on a circuit of Glencree to
stimulate our appetites for the barbeque in the Reconciliation Centre later on. The last leg
of the journey was from Prince William Seat to Glencree, and we took the path from Cloon
Wood to Oldboleys Quarry. About half of this path, which is about 2km long, was seriously
choked with gorse: luxuriant, virile and colourful, but savagely prickly. No one complained.
Pain and anguish were suppressed. Hillwalkers are stoic, stiff-upper-lip types, trained to
control their base emotions. However, as blood was licked and thorns extracted there was
general agreement that ‘something should be done about it’ before we lose the path entirely
to Nature’s territorial ambitions.
Jim Barry got working on the legal/safety end of things. He established that all the
land was in the care of Wicklow National Park. Andrea Webb, the main contact there, was
very helpful and supportive of the project. The cutting could take place between 1
September and 1 March.
Insurance indemnity was required, but Helen Lawless of
Mountaineering Ireland (MI) stepped in to assist. We submitted a Project Management Plan,
and based on this MI were able to give us cover similar to that provided for Mountain
Meitheal for their work on maintenance.
So on Saturday 11 November, a group of eight Hillwalkers gathered at Oldboleys to
hack gorse. Andrea lent us a key to the forest barrier, so we were able to drive in and park
safely at Oldboleys Quarry. A second session took place on Saturday 25th November, and
once again, we had a work party of eight. Weather on both occasions was ideal for the job.
Everyone worked hard and enjoyed themselves. The loppers was the most useful tool, with
the woodman or bowsaw a close second; the club provided six loppers, and others brought
their own tools. The club also provided working gloves and goggles for eye protection.
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Map copyright East West Mapping © 2013
The map above, reproduced courtesy of East West Mapping and taken from
East West Mapping’s Dublin and North Wicklow Mountains Map, shows the location
of the path. The red line indicates where the path has been cleared by the work
parties. The track being cleared runs from Neal’s Quarry ( X) towards Cloon Forest (Y)
With two further workdays, we should be able to finish the work, provided we get the
numbers. We have in mind four possible Saturdays in January and February, from which we
will select two. It all depends on what sort of weather we get in January and February. We
will be in touch with club members closer to the time with definite plans.
I got feedback from one delighted user group so far. The Bogtrotter Walkers
happened upon the path recently, and were thrilled and astonished at the work done to date.

Some of the team on 25th November – Photo – Brian Madden
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